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COMICO: JADE, GIRLS FREELANCE POLICE ON PATROL 

book here,” faid BOb'sCHRECk! 

.. ^ A'XWAy 


about STEVE PURCELL's Sam and 
Max, Freelance Police Special, 
which Cotnico will publish. Sam and 
Max is more than just a rabbit and a 
dog. “They're very cute,” said 
SCHRECK, “and very, very violent.” 

Originally to be from Fishwrap, 
S&MFPSpecial is at Comico to be 
published in color. It should be out in 
early '89, be 40 pages, and sell for 


board game (perfect for kiddies on 

This will come hot on the heels of 
PURCELL'S gig on Gumby’s Wnfer 
Fun Special, with art by ART 
ADAMS coming the end of this year. 

There's not one, but two Jonny 
Quest Specials due this fell. Both will 
he written by science fiction writer 
ARTHUR BYRON COVER. The 
first, “Three Trapped Tigers” about 
Jonny's time travelling great granddad, 
has art by RICHARD HOWELL and 
JIM MOONEY and has pinups by 
ROD WHIGHAM and TERRY 
AUSTIN, among others. The second, 
'The Luck of Lenin's Tomb” about an 

Lenin's body, is pencilled by Sable's ' 
new artist JOHN HERBERT, inked by ' 
BILL ANDERSON with a cover by • 
RON FRENZ. It'll have pinups, too. 

Both JQ Specials will be 32 pages, ' 



written by WILLIAM MESSNER- 
LOEBS and everything elsed by 
ADAM KUBERT, relates the first 


The latest exploits of Ginger Fox 
will be presented this fall in a four- 
issue mini-series written by MIKE 
BARON and drawn by the PANDER 
BROTHERS. Fox fens can expect 
many of the same characters from The 
Woiid of Ginger Fox, but BOB 
SCHRECK says this mini-series “is 


i about success and how you get it, 
treas this new Ginger Fox mini- 
M is about the price of success and 


series is a lot darker.. .1 really feel 
*at this is one MIKE [BARONJ's 

Editor in Chief DUNA SCHUTZ 


A shot of Comico's Maze Agency, out this year from Mike Barr and Adam Hughes, 
stated the PANDERs are “.. brilliant. Just in: The Trouble With GiHs by 
I can't believe two guys as young as WILL JACOBS, GERARD JONES, 
they can be so talented. It's rare to find TTM HAMILTON will soon be a full- 
artists so good and fest." color comic from Comico. Girls will 

World of Ginger Fox is part of be published by Eternity to issue )|fl4 
COMICO'S Lust and the Dust The first Comico issue should be out 
package with DOUG WILDEY's Rio early in '89. Said DIANA SCHUTZ, 
and a DAVE STEVENS print. The “Tve always been a supporter of Girls 
first issue of the mini-series (complete within the industry, and even though 
with photographic cover) will ship this one is a man. I'm delighted to be 
September 13 for $1.75. working on the Girls team!” • 

KITCHEN SINK: MEGX7DN CONCLUDES; JACKSON ON K/NGS 


September should see the conclusion 
of The Return of Megaton Man 
“saga” with Trent Phloog finding out 
who's behind his return besides art¬ 
ist/writer/creator DON SIMPSON. 
Look for this ftill color book on news¬ 
stands for $2.00. 

JACK JACKSON, creator of 
Bulto, the Cosmic Slug, from Death 
Rattle and Comanche Moon, does the 

JAMES VANCE and DAN BURR^ 
A black-and-white for $2.00. 

Lots of answers in Omaha #12 by 
REED WALLER and KATE 
WORLEY, such as what Senator 
Bonner has on Otnaha to blackmail 
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HlWSLINC 


FIRST NJ^S; A NEW NEXUS AND WWIII 



1 with millions of 


ley need Sylvester Stallone? Find out 
,r $1.95 each. 

The Bull and the Spear is the next 
Corum series that adapts MICHAEL 
MOORCOCK’S The Chronicles of 
Corum The bi-monthly $1.95 full- 
color book is written by MARK 
SHAINBLUM, and drawn by JILL 
THOMPSON (of Elemenlals) and 
KELLEY JONES. The cover of the 
first issue is by MIKE MIGNOLA. 
:l Nexus. It’s by STEPHEN GRANT and SPYDER 
1 STEVE RUDE Whisper a sweet origin in #20 of that 


_ late in September. 

In the Preview Special, this 
called The Acjcii-thafs M 


JIM BALENT is the new artist for 

11 and 12 from the mind of CHUCK 
DIXON. The story is called -'Limbo 
Hostage Planet” and concerns the 
return of Jonny Six and Pristine, a 
:urring villainess. ^ 


: to WW in. Team Yankee And, there are big changes in s 
liter DAVID DRAKE and for Grimjack, as Griinjack m 
list ROD WHIGHAM. It s Grimjack 200 years in the to 
1 weekly series starting There will 


MUTANTS FIGHT BACK-WOLVERINE CLAWS TO TOP 


The first issue of the new series star¬ 
ring Wolverine by CHRIS CLARE¬ 
MONT and SAL BUSCEMA clinch¬ 
ed the number one spot of ‘‘Best Sell¬ 
ing Titles” ordered in May 1988 from 

^Ser’s Warjoumal-by CARL 
POTTS and JIM LEE came in 5th. 
The last issue of four-part Batman: 
The CuU by JIM STARLIN and BER- 
NI WRIGHTSON garnered 7th and is 
the only DC title in the top ten. The 
rest of the top ten runs as follows: 

2. Excalibur tfl 

3. X Men #237 < 

4. X-Men #238 

6. X-Factor #34 

8. Marvel Comics #6 

9. Marvel Comics #7 
10. X-Terminators #2 

First issues on the list include 
DC’s 4-issue New Gods mini-series, 
Cosmic Odyssey, by JIM STARLIN, 
MIKE MIGNOLA, and CARLOS 
GARZON at 17th; Wonder Woman s 
first new AnmtoJ—the 40-pager writ¬ 
ten by GEORGE PEREZ and drawn 
a variety of artists, including ART 
ADAMS, ROSS ANDRU, BRIAN 
BOLLAND, JOHN BOLTON, CURT 
SWAN, JOSE LUIS GARCIA 
LOPEZ, and, of course, PEREZ; the 
new bi-monthly Dr. Strange, 
Sorcerer Supreme by PETER 


GILLIS, RICHARD CHASE, and 
randy EMBERLIN was 40th; the 
Suicide Squad spin-off Deadshot's 
first outing by JOHN OSTRANDER, 
KIM YALE, and LUKE McDON- 
NELL came in 43rd; The Man of 
Bronze’s return netted 50th place for 
Doc Savage #1 by DENNY O’NEIL, 
MIKE BARR, ROD WHIGHAM, 
and STEVE MONTANO; and the 
premiere of DAVE STEVENS’S 
Rocketeer Adventure Magadne came 
in 81st and is the second non-DC/ 
Marvel title in the top 100 after the 
' reprint of TMNT in. • 



Wimps can 
read this comic 
too... 


...but we don't 
recommend it. 
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□ JUSTICE MACHINE #20 □ ALIENS #3 (of 6) Lulhor gels a shock. 
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HAWKMOON: THE RUNESTAFF #4 

7 History of the Runestaff series. 


□ LAST OF THE VIKING HEROES #7 * 
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: CAPTAIN THUNDER 
AND BLUE BOLT #11 

aptain Thunder finally tells the true story 
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□ DRAGON OF THE VALKYR #2 

kWness through the winter. ^ 


D CAPTAIN CONFEDERACY #11 

tent's 'State of the Confederacy' address 
Story Shetterty & Ford 
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Rogue Trooper #21 
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DAVID HINES 
JACKIE ESTRADA 
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BARB RAUSCH 
STEVE LEIALOHA 
i and 

\ DENI LOUBERT 

LAURENCE P. KAMP 
; l^ covers by 

JAIME HERNANDEZ 
LEE BINSWANGER 


PERSPECTIVE 


ft had a direct emphasis on politics 



A MEMBER OF THE TEAM 


by Thomas Lxyng 

I t is no secret that team books sell hinges on being a part of a particulai 
well, proving over the years to be kind of people (in this case, mutants), 
more popular than single-character "^hey band together out of a need to 
comic books. Is it the diversity of be around other people like them- 
cast? The interaction? The subplots? selves. This is likewise true of the 
And just what sets each team apart? X-spinoffs: X-Factor, X-Calibur, 
There are distinct differences; X-Terminator and Fallen Angels. 

1. The Familv Team '^be Student Team 











































“My problem make xeroxes a, 

n , , their characters a 

Freelanci ng , aS the different edit. 

, , visit the offices at 

opposed to doing 

my own stuff— ^^^^“aTfafara 

they’re like two St%“F 
different careers.” com'oLd^got 

story almost righ 

and talked to Richard Bruning [DC’s I ne^ to draw sa 
art director] because he gave me his she said ‘No,’ shi 


.From8orcferiVorfds#7. 


js saying anything. But 1 think 
especially the later ones have been a 

palatable for me to do. 

AH: Well, it seems in talking to you 


numerous mood swings about doing 
freelance work. 

SIMPSON: Well, I’ve develop^ the 

and get into it just to the extent of 
doing a thorough job on the artwork. 
This is not an enthusiastic endorse¬ 
ment for that kind of system. But like 
I said. I’ve certainly done a lot better 
at being a freelancer than I thought. 

Part of the reason I’ve had mood 
swings is that I feel it’s a temporary 


would the readership come to expect? 
■Vbu can’t just leave your readers hang- 

Well, that becomes unbearable when 
your whole life is dominated by 7300 
readers. For all the creative freedom 
that I have enjoyed at Kitchen Sink, 

“I think Wasteland 
definitely lives up to 


SIMPSON: [Laughter] 1 don’t know. 
1 tell you, I think Wisteland definitely 
lives up to its name. I understand it’s 
at the bottom of DC’s sales figures 
which probably means it’s a labor of 
love for somebody at DC, I certainly 
can’t say that for myself 
AH: It seems like you’ve really 
adopted a cynical attitude about doing 
work-for-hire to pay the bills and a 
nihilistic attitude about the direct 

port independent comics. 
SIMPSON: A realistic attitude? 
AH: No. nihilistic, as in RAW. 
SIMPSON: Vfell, the other thing that 
you haven’t brought up is that I’ve 
returned to art school, which I started 
last fell at about the depth of my mood 


























I friend Larry "Beanworld" Warder for Rip Qff #17. 



Pencils for the Return of Megaton Man #3. 


of people cranking out his stories and 
he decides to quit. He announces that 
he’s going to leave thereby freeing all 

writers, and liters and so forth. And 
for from being delighted the rank and 
file turns on Megaton Man because 
they have car payments to make and 
they’re not too thrilled that Megaton 


AH: Speaking of the rank and file, the 


world is WAP!, the newsletter edited 
by Steve Gerber, Steven Grant, and 
Frank Miller. And as we speak the first 
issue has just been released, maybe 
you can be one of the first profes¬ 
sionals to comment in public about 


SIMPSON: Well, I was not sent 


have my address, but I got a bootleg 

“I view WAP! as 
this expression of 
unhappiness by 
these guys who are 
trapped at the top.” 

at Marvel and DC complaining that 
they have to work for Marvel and DC. 
One way to get frustrated in any situa¬ 


tion from that situation. I think tb 
guys that produce WAP! have real! 
unrealistic expectations of th 
marketplace, or of their situation i 
hired hands. The tendency for supei 
star creators is to get real proprietar 
of whatever character that they eame 
the trust of the companies to gi\ 



is really sort of minor compared 1 
Warner Communications need 1 
make money at whatever. I think th 
tremendous artistic achievements < 
the Dark Knight are really over blow 
when you consider.. .To me it’s ama; 
ing how DC has gained mileage froi 
Dark Knight by being portrayed : 


































































THORGAL! 

From INK PUBUSHING — Distributed by THE DONNING CO. 

Award-Winning 
Graphic Novel 
Series — 

Heroic Fantasy 
atitsBest 

Titles : 1. Child of the Stars 

2. The Archers 

3. The Sorceress Betrayed 
(coming soon!) 

“POW! ZAP! What a treat!” New York Magazine 
“The most beautiful art... in the comics field.” Comic Buyer's 
Guide 

“Utterly fascinating ... fuU-blooded, fuU-color cartoons that 
are enchantingly reahstic. You linger over the pictures, entranced 
with facial expressions, landscapes, action shots. Beautifully 
done.” The Book Reader (San Francisco) 

“Marvelous ... a glorious book with stunning art, realistic 
dialo^e and outlandish situations, stabilized by a realistic world 
view.” The Minneapolis Star and Tribune 

“Comics with brains.” The Tucson Citizen 


Look for Thorgal on Walden Books' 
Graphic Nove(, Spinner Racks 
(paperback — $5.95) 

Hardcover Copies ($6.95) at selected 
Doubleday and B. Dalton Bookstores 

OR 

Direct from The Donning Co. 
Toll Free 1-800-446-8572, 
Dept. 150 
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DON’T 

GET 

CAUGHT in 

the old "Oh, I 
wish I had 
said this," or 
"I wish I had 
done that 
before they 
died," trap. 
That just 
may be the 
case as Ms. 
Tree hovers 
between life 
and death in 


Ms. Tree 
#50, the fi¬ 
nal chapter of "Fallen Tree," 
so be sure to avoid putting 


RETAILERS- 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO INCREASE YOUR ORDERS 



me 

CAPTAIN AMemCA 
CHPONICieS 


by Lou Mougin 



book version of l^kteigate, in which— 
so it seemed—the highest elected 
official in our land proved to be the 
head of the Srcret Empire, and had 

Still the Finest Hour 

Creative-wise, we were still in the 
midst of the Englehart/Buscema 
period, perhaps Cap’s finest hour, and 
the new storyline was kicked off pro¬ 
perly on the cover of W76 with a 
civilian-garbed Steve Rogers tossing 


Carter and Iron Man he was “renoun¬ 
cing my Captain America identity— 
forever'." Inside, on the splash page, 
Cap himself screamed out the title: 
Captain America Must Die'." 

Actually, in context, Cap might have 
had more doubts than ever about aban¬ 
doning his costumed identity. He had, 
in the pages of The Avengers, Captain 
Marvel, and Marvel Two-In-One, 
recently helped out in the great 
crusade against Thanos, battled Klaw 
and Solarr, met The Whizzer and tied 
up some loose ends hanging over from 
the old All-Winners Squad from the 
late forties, and, finally, accompanied 
The Thing to the future to come to the 


rulers of Earth, the Badoon. And if 
the name of the Guardians’ spaceship. 
Captain America, didn’t tip him off 
that his legend would have reached 
down through the centuries to inspire 

But we were, after all, in the post- 
Watergate era. Richard Nixon had 
become the only president in 197 years 
to resign his office, far fear of being 
impeached. Vietnam was stDl the hor¬ 
ror story nobody wanted to talk about, 
and our pullout had only been fuializ- 

badly hurt, and Captain America, as 






















came stranded on the island when 
fought a pilot in a plane carrying 
m and an unspecified cargo. The 
lull used the Cube to impose upon 

The Falcon, as explained in Cap #186. 




Life After Englehart 
—Kirby’s Return— 

#187-192, John’ Warned handled the 

Isabella for #189-190, plo^^9i; 
and gave it to Bill Mantio to dialogue, 

Wolftnan for #192. In those issues, all 
arted Frank Robbins, Captain 
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GRAPHIC NOVELS TOO EXPENSIVE? 
INDEPENDENTS CANCELED OR 
CUT OFF IN MID-SAGA? 

THE BIG TWO AND MANGA 
MONOPOLIZING THE SHELVES? 



by Gary D. Robinson 






















THE SANDMAN WHO 
WOKE US UP 


0 the passing of an old era and 


forged, rust-free Man of Steel. For 
j memorable issues (233-242), The 
azing New Adventures of Super- 


























From 

METROPOLIS 

to 


SMALLVILLE 


DOC’S 

Bookshelf 

by Dwight R. Decker 

C an I really go back to middle 
America after having become a 

You may remember Clark Kent 
wondering that in the movie Super- 

his high school class reunion and 
somehow he convinced Perry White 
to let him write an article about it. 
You get the distinct impression from 

and l^slie Newman, aren’t exactly 

subtle digs at the yokels and their 
hick-town mentality, and at the end, 
Lana Lang solves her problems by 
moving from Smallville to Metrop¬ 
olis. I just hope she knows what she’s 

My own version of Smallville is 

15,000 people about 40-odd miles 
northeast of Columbus. And just like 

my boyhood home town—but I didn’t 
have to get my editor’s permission to 


But while I was living in Mt. Ver¬ 
non, it was a good place to grow up. 
It was also where the funnybook 
mania first seized me. Getting a paper 
route in 1965 was what brought me 
into comics again after I had thought 
I had outgrown them—now I could 
afford the things. I still fondly 
remember one old man on my paper 

smelled like he had been smoking 
cigars in there for the last 30 years 

but he did have one endearing trait as 

boy’s traditional day for collecting 
money from the customers was Satur¬ 
day, but for reasons I either no longer 

knew in the first place, this particular 
gentleman insisted on paying me on 
Thursday. Any fanatic comics fan 
hangs around the newsstand enough 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays. By 
Thursday I was getting towards the 
end of the week and was low on ready 
funds, but that old fellow paying me 
then meant I could head downtown 
immediately and pick up the new 

small newspapers and cigars kind' of 



that Fantasies, Ltd. had previously 
shared a backyard garage fronting an 
alley with Movie Mike’s video shop, 
it probably was a step up. Movie 
Mike’s was closed, by the way, and 
there was an apologetic note on the 
garage door saying that you could 
visit Mike at a nearby nursing home. 
“Sorry,” the note ended sadly, “but 
it can’t be helped.” Something tells 
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practice. And these two kids, 
12, bypassed all that by reading 


boggles. 


BEEN LOOKING FOR 
A COMIC BOOK WITH 



You’ll have one 
in AUGUST! 












Captain Confederacy #10: 

"Driving North" 

a special story written by John M. Ford, winner of the World Fantasy Award 



What the Reviewers Say about Captain Confederacy: 

"...plots are intricate and creative.... This is not a comic book for children." 

Linton Weeks, Southern Magazine 

"...excellent alternate-Earth science fiction." 

Don Thompson, Comics Buyer's Guide 
"...one of the best independents on the stands." 

Cliff BIggers, Comic Shop News 
"...Written with intelligence and no fear of controversy. Buy it." 

Mark Shainblum, Graffiti 


If your favorite bookstore does not carry Captain Confederacy, it is available by mail. Captain Confederacy 
#1 (Special Edition) and #7-#10 are $1.75 each; Captain Confederacy #2 (Special Edition) and #3-#6 
are $1.50 each. Please add 75 cents shipping for the first comic and 10 cents for each additional one. 













Js’ helicopter, though why 
t merely swing his majestic 
godly speed, hurl it while 

im behind and fly up to the 

go on. You can just im- 
t the rest of the program 


and are based upon characters which 
appeared in publications of the 

were created by Stan Lee.” At least 
Hollywood, California can sometimes 

was niceTo see Mr. Stan Lee finally 
receive the acknowledgement he 

Sidney Mellon is a different man 









SOUTHERN KNIGHTS #27 Connie investigates her past-Dragon and Serpent 
explore their future - and Electrode alone must defend Atlanta from a 
psychopath with a gun! 

By Henry Vogel 

FICTIONEER BOOKS, LTD. • 234 FIFTH AVE. • SUITE 301-0 . NEW YORK, NY 1 

























‘ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN...’ 
‘YES.’ 



RETAILERS! Issues one and two of Suburban Nightmares ship this month! 
Don't qet caught short! You can reorder from your distributor or directly from 
Renegade Press, 2705 E. 7th St., Long Beach, CA 90804. (213) 433-4874 


SUBURBAN NIGHTMARES. TALES OF SUBURBAN SUSPENSE. 
BY CHERKAS, HANCOCK AND VAN BRUGGEN. 

FIRST ISSUE NOW ON SALE FROM RENEGADE PRESS. 
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JOHN BARBER. 





































Another Fine Magazine from 

FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS 


<0 1988 Peter Bagge 


NEAT 


STUFF 


"I can't help but laugh out loud every time 
I read Bagge's stuff.' —JAIME HERNANDEZ 

Peter Bagge, erstwhile editor of R. Crumb’s 
magnificent Weirdo magazine has turned 
into the foremost comics satirist of the ’80s 
with his solo book Neat Stuff; its lunatic 
cast of characters irtcludes: 

• Girly-Girl. the most obnoxious comic 
book character in the entire world, and her 
stooge of a pal, Chuckie-Boy: 

• Junior, a pathetic loser who is scared of 
his own shadow and still lives with his mom; 

• The Bradleys, the ultimate suburban 
nightmare family, comprising Mom, Pop, 
big brother Buddy, big sister Bobs, and kid 
brother Butch; 

• Studs Kirby, a pig-headed reactionary 
maniac who happens to be a disc jockey; 

• Chet and Bunny leeway, a neurotic modern 
couple trying to sun/ive the horrors of modern 
mall culture. 

And that’s not even counting such bizarre 
one-shot and occasional characters as The 
Goon in the Moon, The Reject, and "Groove” 
Zoover, the most opportunistic pxjp singer ever. 

The only people who don’t like Neat Stuff are 
those who are afraid they might recognize 
themselves in its pages. Are you brave enough 
to take the test .? 


coLOfi 






Pleas© send me the following: 

C Neal Stuff #6 for $2.50. 

C Neat stuff #7 for $2.50. 

C Neat stuff #8 for $2.50. 

C Neat Stuff #9 for $2.50. 

C Neat Stuff #10 for $2.50. 

C Best of Neat Stuff (collecting the best of the first five issues) 
for $12.00. 

C Three-issue subscription to Neat Stuff for $7.00. 


address 


city state zip 

Send to: FANIAGRAPHICS BOOKS. 1800 Bridgegate Street 
0lOl Westlake Village, CA 91361. Please certify that you are 
18 years or older; allow six to eight weeks for delivery. Foreign 
orders please add extra 10% tor extra postage. 



































